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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

At page 3 line 20 and page 4 line 25 (according to the numbering on the left), 
"juxtapositioned the" is grammatically incorrect. Examiner suggests, "juxtapositioned 
with the" instead to correct a grammatical error. 

At page 5 line 1 5-16, "juxtaposed the" is grammatically incorrect. Examiner 
suggests "juxtaposed with the" instead to correct a grammatical error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 4, 6, 9, 1 1 , 12 and 13 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Claim 1 line 1, the phrase "Electrical apparatus of the type having" has an error. 
Examiner suggests, "An electrical apparatus having" instead to correct the error. 

Claim 1 line 2, the phrase "the transformer output" has an error. Examiner 
suggests "a transformer output" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 

Claim 1 line 2-3, the phrase "the improvement characterized by" has an error. 
Examiner suggests, "an improvement characterized by" instead to correct the error. 

Claim 1 line 4, the phrase "the inner surface" has an error. Examiner suggests 
"an inner surface" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 
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Claim 2 line 5, the phrase "cover juxtapositioned the" has grammatical error. 
Examiner suggests "cover is juxtapositioned with the" instead to correct the grammatical 
error. 

Claim 4 line 3, the phrase "surface through which closeable opening" has errors. 
Examiner suggests, "surface, the closeable opening through which" instead to correct 
the errors. 

Claim 6 line 3, the phrase "the transformer input" has an error. Examiner 
suggests "a transformer input" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 

Claim 9 line 1, the phrase "in the said" has an error. Examiner suggests, "in that 
said" instead to correct the error. 

Claim 1 1 line 10, the phrase "the inner surface" has an error. Examiner suggests 
"an inner surface" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 

Claim 1 1 line 14, the phrase "juxtapositioned the" has grammatical error. 
Examiner suggests "juxtapositioned with the" instead to correct the grammatical error. 

Claim 12 line 1, the phrase "apparatus of the type having" has an error. 
Examiner suggests, "apparatus having" instead to correct the error. 

Claim 12 line 2, the phrase "the transformer output" has an error. Examiner 
suggests "a transformer output" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 

Claim 12 line 2-3, the phrase "an electrical device with which the electrical device 
is used" has an error. Examiner suggests "an electrical device with which the electrical 
apparatus is used" instead to clarify. 
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Claim 12 line 7, the phrase "the inner surface" has an error. Examiner suggests 
"an inner surface" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 

Claim 13 line 2, the phrase "a cover" has an error. Examiner suggests "the 
cover" instead to avoid insufficient antecedent rejection. 

Claim 13 line 6, the phrase "juxtaposed the" has grammatical error. Examiner 
suggests "juxtaposed with the" instead to correct the grammatical error. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1,6-10 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Martensson (US005923147A). 

Re claim 1, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus having a transformer 
carried in a housing and an electrical cable for coupling a transformer output to an 
electrical device, an improvement characterized by 

a cover (16b) located on an outer surface (unnumbered, surface where the 
portion of the transformer is housed within the portion of casing 2) of the transformer 
housing (see column 3 lines 26-28 according to the numbering in the middle) and 

an interior cavity (unnumbered, holding the circular drum 30) defined between 
an inner surface of the cover and the transformer housing outer surface for retractably 
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housing the electrical cable within said interior cavity when the electrical apparatus is 
not in use, and such that, when in use, a desired length of the electrical cable is 
withdrawn from said interior cavity for connection to the electrical device (see figures 3 
and 5). 

Re claim 6, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus with an electrical plug 
(5a, 5b) integral with the housing (portion of casing 2) for coupling a source of 
commercial electrical power to a transformer input (see figure 1). 

Re claim 7, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus wherein the apparatus 
is a charger (1 charging unit, see figure 1 ). 

Re claim 8, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus wherein the apparatus 
is a charger (1 charging unit) and said electrical device is a mobile phone (see column 3 
lines 26-29 and figure 1). 

Re claim 9, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus wherein the apparatus 
is a switched mode power converter (1 charging unit, converting power from the outlet 
to the battery power) and said electrical device is a mobile phone (see column 3 lines 
26-29 and figure 1). 

Re claim 10, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus wherein the 
apparatus is an AC adapter (plugs into the outlet for power, see column 3 lines 26-30). 

Re claim 12, Martensson discloses an electrical apparatus having a transformer 
carried in a housing and an electrical cable for coupling a transformer output to an 
electrical device with which the electrical apparatus is used, a method for retractably 
housing the electrical cable comprising the steps of: 
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providing a cover (16b for example); 

locating the cover on an outer surface (surface where the portion of the 
transformer is housed within the portion of casing 2, see column 3 lines 26-27) of the 
transformer housing to define an interior cavity (unnumbered, holding the circular drum 
30) between the inner surface of the cover and the transformer housing outer surface; 

retractably housing the electrical cable (13) within the interior cavity when the 
electrical apparatus is not in use, and 

withdrawing a desired length of the electrical cable from the interior cavity for 
connection to the electrical device (see figures 1 , 3 and 5 and column 3 lines 22-30). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 2-5, 1 1 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Martensson in view of publication from the cableorganizer.com 
(provided by the applicant on IDS dated 1 1/28/03). 

Re claim 2, Martensson substantially discloses an electrical apparatus as set 
forth in claim 1 above with a portion of the inner surface of the cover that is 
juxtapositioned with the transformer housing outer surface defining a tower (30, circular 
drum) around which said electrical cable is manually retracted and wound (see figure 5). 
Martensson does not explicitly disclose that said cover is made of a resilient deformable 
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material having a shape retention memory wherein said cover is flipped up away from 
the transformer housing outer surface so that the inner surface of the cover faces 
outward and said cover being flipped down toward the transformer housing outer 
surface retaining the retracted electrical cable. However, the publication from the 
cableorganizer.com teaches of a cover (cable turtle with cover, unnumbered) that is 
made of a resilient deformable material having a shape retention memory (flips up and 
down retaining the general shape) wherein said cover is flipped up away from a lower 
portion so that the inner surface of the cover faces outward and said cover being flipped 
down toward the transformer housing outer surface retaining the retracted electrical 
cable (see figures on page 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to use the cover of the cable turtle as 
taught by the publication from cableorganizer.com on the device of Martensson with the 
transformer housing in order to provide cable management. 

Re claim 3, note that the device of the publication from cableorganizer.com 
teaches of flipping up the cover to manually pay-off a desired length of the electrical 
cable (see figures on page 2). 

Re claim 4, Martensson substantially discloses an electrical apparatus as set 
forth in claim 1 above with a tower (30, circular drum) defined within the interior cavity 
(see figure 5). Martensson does not explicitly disclose a closeable opening defined 
along and between the peripheral lip of the cover and the transformer housing outer 
surface, through which the closeable opening of said electrical cable is manually 
retracted into the interior cavity and wound. However, the publication from the 
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cableorganizer.com teaches of a cover (cable turtle with cover, unnumbered) that forms 
a closeable opening (unnumbered between the cover and the bottom portion) defined 
along and between the peripheral lip of the cover and the lower portion, the closeable 
opening through which said electrical cable is manually retracted into the interior cavity 
and wound (see figure on page 2). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the cover of the cable turtle as 
taught by the publication from cableorganizer.com on the device of Martensson with 
transformer housing in order to provide cable management. 

Re claim 5, note that the device of the publication from cableorganizer.com 
teaches of the electrical cable passing through said closeable opening when manually 
uncoiled from said tower to pay-off a desired length of the electrical cable (see figure on 
page 2). 

Re claim 1 1 , Martensson substantially discloses an electrical apparatus 
comprising: 

a housing (portion of casing 2) for carrying a transformer having an input and 
output (see column 3 lines 26-29); 

an electrical plug (external pins 5a, 5b) integral with said housing for coupling an 
AC commercial voltage outlet to the transformer input; 

an electrical cable (13) having one end coupled to a transformer output and an 
opposite end terminated in a suitable power plug (14) for coupling the transformer 
output to a desired electronic device (see column 3 lines 22-29); 
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an interior cavity (unnumbered, holding the circular drum 30) defined between 
the inner surface of the cover and the outer surface (surface where the portion of 
transformer is housed within the portion of casing 2, see column 3 lines 26-27) of the 
housing, said interior cavity further being defined by a continuous wall comprising an 
inner peripheral wall portion (unnumbered, inner or middle portion of the cover) and an 
outer peripheral wall portion (unnumbered, outer portion of the cover) spaced from the 
inner peripheral wall portion, said inner peripheral wall portion (unnumbered, inner or 
middle portion of the cover) juxtapositioned with the housing outer surface defining a 
tower (30 circular drum) around which said electrical cable is manually retracted and 
wound for storage within said interior cavity (see figures 3 and 5). Martensson does not 
explicitly disclose a cover made of a resilient deformable material having shape 
retention memory characteristics located integral with and on an outer surface of the 
housing. However, the publication from the cableorganizer.com teaches of a cover 
(cable turtle with cover, unnumbered) made of a resilient deformable material having 
shape retention memory characteristics (flips up and down retaining the general shape). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the cover of the cable turtle as taught by the publication from 
cableorganizer.com on the device of Martensson and form integral cover (via the real 
10, reel plate 1 1 and spindle 32) on the outer surface of the housing (portion of casing 
2) in order to provide cable management. 

Re claim 13, Martensson substantially discloses the method as set forth in claim 
12 above with steps of manually retracting and winding the electrical cable around a 
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tower (30, circular drum) (see figure 5). Martensson does not explicitly disclose 
providing a cover made of a resilient deformable material having a shape retention 
memory; flipping the cover up away from the transformer housing outer surface 
whereby the inner surface of the cover faces outward and a portion of the outwardly 
facing inner surface juxtaposed with the transformer housing outer surface defines a 
tower; and flipping the cover down toward the transformer housing outer surface to 
retain the retracted electrical cable. However, the publication from the 
cableorganizer.com teaches of providing a cover (cable turtle with cover, unnumbered) 
that is made of a resilient deformable material having a shape retention memory (flips 
up and down retaining the general shape); flipping the cover up away from the 
transformer housing outer surface (see figures on page 2) whereby the inner surface of 
the cover faces outward and a portion of the outwardly facing inner surface is 
juxtaposed with the lower portion and defines a tower; and flipping the cover down to 
retain the retracted electrical cable. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the cover of the cable turtle as 
taught by the publication from cableorganizer.com on the device of Martensson with the 
transformer housing in order to provide cable management. Furthermore, it has been 
held that the functional "whereby" statement does not define any structure and 
accordingly can not serve to distinguish. In re Mason, 114 USPQ 127, 44 CCPA 937 
(1957). 

Re claim 14, Martensson substantially discloses the method as set forth in claim 
12 above. Martensson does not explicitly disclose providing a closeable opening along 
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and between the peripheral lip of the cover and the transformer housing outer surface, 
and manually retracting into the interior cavity through the closeable opening. However, 
the publication from the cableorganizer.com teaches of a cover (cable turtle with cover, 
unnumbered) that forms a closeable opening (unnumbered between the cover and the 
bottom portion) defined along and between the peripheral lip of the cover and a lower 
portion, manually retracting into the interior cavity through the closeable opening. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the cover of the cable turtle as taught by the publication from 
cableorganizer.com on the device of Martensson with the transformer housing in order 
to provide cable management. 

Re claim 15, note that the device of Martensson discloses the step of winding the 
electrical cable around a tower (circular drum 30) defined within the interior cavity (see 
figures 3 and 5). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinhee J Lee whose telephone number is 571-272-1977. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M, T, Th and F at 6:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean A Reichard can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext. 31 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jinhee J Lee 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2831 


